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 Abstract 
The application of Western literary theories in Urdu literature has 
sparked a critical debate regarding their relevance, suitability, and 
cultural alignment. This paper argues that these theoretical 
frameworks, deeply rooted in Western intellectual traditions, fail to 
capture the essence of Urdu literary thought. The philosophical, 
historical, and socio-cultural contexts that shaped Western literary 
theories differ significantly from those that have influenced Urdu 
literature. As a result, imposing these foreign analytical models on 
Urdu literary works often leads to misinterpretations and a disregard 
for indigenous literary values.   
Moreover, the dominance of Western critical paradigms has 
overshadowed the rich tradition of indigenous literary criticism in 
Urdu. This trend has not only marginalized the contributions of native 
critics but also created an intellectual dependency on borrowed 
methodologies that do not fully address the nuances of Urdu literary 
expression. Instead of following Western approaches, this study 
advocates for a revival and recognition of indigenous literary 
criticism, emphasizing the need to develop analytical frameworks that 
resonate with the spirit of Urdu literature. By exploring the 
contributions of prominent Urdu literary critics and theorists, this 
paper underscores the necessity of fostering a culturally grounded 
literary discourse. The study concludes that a more authentic and 
contextually relevant approach to Urdu literary criticism must emerge 
from within its own intellectual traditions, ensuring that the literature 
is analyzed and appreciated on its own terms rather than through 
external lenses.  
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 اور � �  �ت � اُردو �  � �  ا� �ا � � � � � وہ  �� �م �  �� � �  �� �  �ا�  �ود ِ � � 

 وہ � �ف  ��ت � � �  �� � �� � � �ں � �  �  �ص   ا��ت اور �ا� � رٹ � � � � ��  ا��ہ � 

� ۔ ��  ز�� � � � ��  � � �ت � داد � �� � � � � � � ��ت �  د�  �ن �  �  � �  ��

� �� � ۔ز�ن �  �  ذ� دار  اد� ، � ، ��  �د � �  �    �ات  �د ا� � � �  اور �  ز�ن  � �� ��  �� �ہ 

 اور � ��ت  � �ن  انُ � � � �� � �ت  �  � � ۔ � � �ت � �  ز�ن � د�س ر� � �و�داد� ،�

 ادب � ��  ��ت � �ہ  ا�ل و�ا� اور ا��   ت   �  �آ�� � ا�ر �� د�� د�  �۔ �ے �ل �  ��ت � � 

�  � � � ادب � � �  �� � �ورى � ۔ اس � �   �ت ، ��ت، �� ذ��  اور  ��ت �  ��� � �  ��� �� �

آآء �ت �د ر� � �ورت � آ� �  � ��ت � ا�م � �� � � اور ا��ہ � �
ض
 ۔ارُدو� � � �ں ا�� �� ��  اعص

آگ � در�    وہ �� �۔  ا�  � �  اُردو ادب � � � �  � آگ � در� � �  � اور ا� اس � � � �رت �ر�  �� �  � 

ا� �دار ادا  �� � �ر�  � � ادب � � � د� � � اور � �ص و �م � ا� �ل ��  � �ر � �� ۔  �د  ��ے � �

ے اور � اد� ، �  � �� � � ا� ��  اد� اور � �   ��  � �د �   �� �زى  �  ا� �ر�   �ر  � � � �

دہ     �ر� �  ز� ا�  ا� � �ا � � اُس � �م و �� �  ا�ازہ �� ، �ے   ُ
ث

�ل �  � � �ى � ا�� � �م � � �رے �   �� �

 ۔� �

بآآ�  رو� روا ر� ��   ا� �ر� �د � �م  �� � � � � �  �رے  �  �� و ��  ا  عصئ
ت
�ام � �� ر�،   �  � �ئ

�س �  ��  �ر � � آ�  � �  اسُ � �رے  � � ،  �ل ، � و �ى  اُ�ب اور  ��  �  ا�ا�ت � � ز� � �  �ام ا

 �ل اور   �د اد�  � اور ��� �د � ز�دہ       �د � � �ورى �ط �� ��� وہ �ط �� � دے ۔  �ے �ل � 

�  ا� �� � ��    ،� � �� � �  � � �ن  �  �� � ���  وا� � اسُ  �ن � � � � ر� �   � �ى � ��

� ر� � ا� �ح �رى � ��  �  � � � � � ف �ر �  �� � ا�د �   �  ۔ � ادب  � �� ا� را�  د� � ا

 � � �ش � � � �  ��  ��ت ، �ت اور ��  �  ذر��� � � اُ� � �� �  �� �رى �  �� � ز� ا�  ادب � 

دى � � وہ �گ � � �� ، ا� وہ �� � ��  �  � ا� � �ت � ا�� � �  �زتادب � �� �� � آ� ان � � � ا

� ارُدو ادب � ��  �� � ارُدو � ا��ہ � � � � �  � ان �� �ر� � � � �رى  �  � ا� � � � �  �  �� �ھ

 � �ى  � د اور اسُ � �  �  ڈا� � �� � را�  �� �� :  ��  � ر� � ۔

�ا �� ��  � اور  �ا � �ر  �د  � �� � ۔ � ور �دوں � ، � ا�ق � اد�ت �  ” 

� � �س  روم � ���    ا�د �  ��  � ، � �  اس � � �ور ّ�  �� ��  � وہ

�  و�  ا�  ��  � � د�  � ۔ � �  � اس � �  ��  �  � �م د� �ں  ۔ � 

� � �  � ا�  �  � �  ��ى �دى � � ۔ �ں  �ر � �  وا�  �� �  ۔ �  اور 

 � وہ �  � اس   ��ہ   اور �  �   � �د �� �   � ادب   � �   ر�   ا�   ��  دى 
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 روح �ت ��  ��  � ۔  ا� �م � � � “  �ى �” ��  � � آج � ادب 

 وہ �م ا�م د� �� �ں  ۔ � � �   � ر�  �ں  � � ۔ � ادب  � اد�   �  � ذر� 

آ  �ں ۔ � ا� ز��  � ادب اور �  ا� ا�  ا�م د�  �  ۔ ا� � �   �  ا�م دے  �چُ

اس �  �  � �  �  �رى  � ، �  � ز��  � ��  ادب  � � � �  � �رى  

 1“رج  � �ں ۔�ش �  �  ، ادب  � دا�ہ � �  �

ادب � ۔  اُردو  � � �ر�  � �  �   �  � ا� � � � دور دور � ادب � �� �  � � اور �ص �ر � اُردو 

دب � � �ق �� �ے � و�ں � �ل � �ر �  �رى � � ا� �ر� � � � ادب � �� � د� � � ۔ا��ى اور ارُدو ا

� �  � � �  � ب �  �ق �  � � �  � ۔     ر��ل ، �� و �� ،اد� � � اور ز�ن � �ا�  ،آزادى را� ،�� � ر�

 اُردو  � �� �� � � � � � آ� � � �� � �� � �ن �� �، وہ �� دا�ن � �، ا�� � � �  ز  ���  ا�ف � 

زا� � � � ، �ول �۔ � اُن � �ر� �   اد� ا�ف �  � ��  � � � �� � � ۔اُس ��ے � �د� �� � �ل � � 

 ا�دات � �  �� � د� �، اُس ��ے � � ا��ت، ��ن ، �ر� ، � و دا� اُس ��ے �  ��ں �  د� � ��

آ � �  � �  ��ر �  راو�ى � � ر�ر �� �  �� ��  � �  �ا�  ��د � � ا� � ��د � �ب  اب �� � � �چُ

دہ �ر� ��  ا�  ادب � �� � � � ۔�ب  اور  و�ں �   �د �  � �  � و�ں � �ہ ُ
ث

اور   �� ذ�ں � ا�اع  �دہ � � �

  �  �� �د  �ت � �رے �د � �س � ؟ � �را �د  �رى ، �ت ، � ، ��ت ، ��ت اور ��  �  اسُ � � � �

�ل �  �ب  �ر ر� � ؟ �رى ا� � ��  اور �رى � �   �� دو�ں � ز� آ�ن �  �ق � ۔اس � �ى  �ل � � � �

� �  اور � � در�ں � �ك و � � � �� � �رى  � � � � � �رے �ں � �  � �رى � �� � �ز� � � 

 اُس و� � � ��  � �� � �  � �  � دہ �� � د� �� � � ۔�ب � �رى  ُ
ث

� � ��ر �دوں � ا�م �

� �رى اس �رى ، اسُ و� � � �� ، � ، � �ر �  � ��  �  ۔ �ب � �رى  � �  �ن و�د �  آ� �  و�ں 

� �� ، � �چ اور �د  �  �دار � �� د� � اور  �ت �  �� � ۔ � �رے �ں   � ��  �� �  �دار �� ، 

 اور �د  �م  �    � وا�، �  �ں � �رى وہ  � �رہ �  � �� � � اُ�  ا�  �� �� ، ا�ب  �وٹ  �ہ ،  �م  � �ر�ل � 

 اسُ � � � ��  ��ل �  �� � � �� ۔ � اور �� �  � � � � � � � �  اُ� � � �   �د �  �ر� � �

 �د � د� � ۔  �ں �  �را �د اور اُس � �ر� � �رى �رے ��ل  �  � �ى �۔   اس �  آج  � ا� � اور وہ  �د � �

آ �  ۔ �� � �� � � �ں � اسُ  � � � �ى �  �ت  �رے  اد� �ں  �  ز�  � � �  �رے  ��ے � �د  ��  � �چُ

�وں  �� ؔ ، آزاد اور  ۔  وہ  � � �رے  ��ے  � � ر� � � � اُس � �� �  � �� ��ہ  � �ن � � �۔  اب ا�  � �ت 

رے  ��ے � �اہ را�  �ے ۔ آج  � د��ں  � � � اُن � �  آج � ز�ہ �  �ں � وہ �ى  �  �  ۔ اس � � ا�ات  �

�� د� �   ان �� � � �   �رى  ��ؔ �  �� � و ��ى � �� �   �  وہ  � � � ، � ، ا�ظ � �ؤ �  ا� ��  ر�
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  ا�ازہ �� �  ��ت �  ��وں  � �م � �س �� � ۔اور  �� ؔ   � آج �  � �ے  �د �  �  � �۔�� ؔ �  �م و �� � 

 �ر� �  د��  �  �� ان �وں  � � � � � � :

 � ��  � و ��ى  � ۔  ردواُ ”  ��   ��� �ب   � �  � �رى � اد� �� �زى 

 ��ت � ا�س �  � ��د � آ� �، �  ا� � ��  �  اوّ� �ش ��  �ں �

 �  � �“2 

 ��ت(         �  �  �   ��ہ     (�   (�ر ���  �     �ر�   �  �   �ر �   ا�  �  Structuralismاب ،  (

زم(Post Structuralism��ت(
ض
�
ض
ى�ئى�  فى ،(Feminism( )��� ،Modernism)��� �� اور (Postmodernism   (

�ا �� و�ہ  � �رے اد� ،�رى اور ادب � �� ا�  �ا � �؟ � اس � �ا �دہ � �اب � � � ۔۔۔!! �ا� ا�م در ا�م 

 �� ��  � � : � ۔ ڈا� وز� آ�  ��� � � �  ا� ��ات � ا�ر

��� � � ان  � �وہ � �  � ا�ا�ت ��  �  � ا� � � اس �  اد�  � ”

��  �� ا�ر � � ۔   دو�ا � � اس  �  �  �زى  �ى � �� ہ � � ۔�ا �   ��

� � اس � �  � � � �  �رى  � �م � ا�  دے دى   � اس � ا�از �� �  ۔ ��

 3“�۔ آ�ى  � � اس  � � � �ا �ق � د� � ۔

)، Comparative Literatureا� � �ر� ا� �  � � �ر  �  � اور ان � �م ��  � �� �   �� ادب (  

)  و�ہ  �آ�ا��  �ر� � ا� �ر � �� � � � � � �رت �  � Symbolism)،   او ر �� �رى ( Aesthetics��ت (

م�زانِ � ( �ؔ، ��ؔ،  ،  “�از� ا� و دَ�” � � اُردو   ادب � � آ� � ۔��   � � � �  ���  � ��  �  �ہ  آ�ق   � 
ض
ى� بچئ

�  � اور  �� � ��  �رف ��ى ،� ��ہ اُردو � ا��ى ادب  و � ا��ى ادب �  ��“ �ر اور ا�ل”�ؔ) � �دار �ى ، 

  ۔ �� �   �  ا� �� وا� ��   اُردو  ) آج � �� � �ر � �� �Comparative Literature� ۔اس  �  �� � (

) � �   � � Aesthetics� � � � �� ��  � ۔ اب ا� �ت � ��   ��ت ( � �  اور ا��ہ � �� ��  اُردو ادب 

  �  ا� ا� �ى اور �  �  � �  ا�ا� دور � � اُردو ادب    ، �� �  ا�ل ؔ،� ا��ؔ  ، �زا  ��ؔ � �� ر� � ۔  �� �ؔ

�ؔ � ��ى � � ، �ت اور ا�� ��ت  � ��� �ن �  ��ى � � ��ت � �ن � � ؟ � �ں � اور � �ب �

�  ��  �ن  � � �ؔ  ا� ��ى � � و � � ��  �ں � �ش �� � اور �� �زا ��ؔ � �ں � � �د �ر 

�ؔ �زى اور �و� ا�لؔ  ��ت � ا�� � اور �دى � �ر ، ��� �� اور �� �� � � �� � ۔�� �� ، ا� �ازؔ، 

 � � � ��ى � � ��ت  �ے ا�� ا�از � � � � �۔ � � �ت �� �  دا��ى ادب � ��ت � ا� �ن  د� ��

 ��ت، �س،�ن ، �� ، �ا� �  ڈ��� � � ۔ان دا��ں �  �دو� �� ، �ى �� ،   اور ر� � � � � �   

� �  �رى  ��ى اور  �   �  � �ن  � ��    )Symbolismو�ہ � ذر�  ��� �ؤں  � �ن � � � ۔  ر� �ت  �� �رى ( 

 � � �ر ��  �ل � �  �� � ۔ 
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� �   � ر� د�  � �  � � � �رے ادب � � � اور آ�ہ  �  �ق  � ا� � � ان � �م  ��  �ر�  � �� 

     � � �� �ر� � �ح � �ى   ��ل اور�رے ادب �  �ا  �اج ر� � اور  �ى �  �  � ر� �  �ں � � �رے 

 � �  اُردو ادب �  �� �ر�  �  دور ر� ��  ؟ � �  آپ اُن �ر� � �ر � ا�ى   �رے  ادب �  �  � ۔ اب �ال �  �

�سكس  �  ��  � � �ور �� �  اور � �  ��  ، ��� � �ارا ان �  ا�ق  �رے  � �روں � � �� ۔ ادب ��  ، �� 

 اُردو ادب � � � �زہ �ا � �� � �رت � ۔  و��  اوزاروں �  ��  �زہ �ى  � � ��  ان � ��   � �  �ورى � 

  �  �وم �� � �ف آ�ى   �م �� ۔�ال ا�  �� اوزاروں � �� �زے ��   � �ف ا� � �  ��د ��  �  ا� روا�ت 

 � �از�ت � اور � � � � �  ارُدو � �ى � � �  � �� ا�� �� �  �  اد� � �روں  � �� � � اور �ى �

  ��� ��ى � �� ، �� ، �� ، �رے � �� ۔ آپ  اد� � �روں � �� � ، اُن �  ا� �� ادب �  �از� � ۔آپ �

 � � ۔آپ � � ��  اور �� ��  �ش � � � �  ��ى � ا��ں � اُ� �� � �  ۔ آپ ��  � ��  ا�  �  �ش �

 �ص ���ت � ا�� � �ول  �  �  � ، �� ، ڈرا� � �   �م دے اد� � �رے � � �  ا�رے ڈ�� � � ۔آپ  �  �

د�  �� �ل  � و�  �دہ � �  � � � � � اور � �  ۔  آپ ا��ز  �  � �  اد� � �رے  � �م و ��  �� ؔ ، آزاد ؔ اور 

�    ا�ا��ں � ��      �وا � � ۔ آپ    ۔� �� � � ا� ڈى  �ز �� � �م   � � �� �ا � �   �  �� �م   �

 اور ��ز � ��� � ا�د ات � �ا�  �� � � اُردو ادب � � � �روں � �ں � �ا� �� ۔  � �   � ��  �ں � ا

�ز �  � �رے   �  ا�  �م �وا� �� � اُردو ادب �  �ى ��ں � � �� �    � �  اُردو ادب �  � ��ت �ں ، �� 

�ں، ��ں  اور   ��ل � �� �  �  �ا ��  � ا �  ا��ں ،  روا�ں ، ��� �ں  اور � ا�   ادب �  �� ادب �  �

� � �ح   �  �رے   � ��ے � ���رت � � � � � �ن � �  اور    � � � � � � ۔ �� ا�ل � �ل �

  اور  � � ��  �� �  ا�  �ب ��  اور �� �م و �ض � �ق  � � �ف  �  �   �  ا��  روا�ت �  � �� � � � 

  ��  � � �ر � ��  � انُ � �ت � وہ آ��  ��  �� �  �   � �رپ  � اسُ  � �� ان �  �م  � �  ��� ، �� 

 ز� آ� :�� وا�  � � � � ۔ �ل  ڈا� و

 اس � و�  ”   � ��  � � � � � اور ��� ��ؔ � � �  ا�ل اس � � � ��ب 

�� � �  � � �  � ��  ��  � ا� ��  ��ى  �ہ � د� � اور ��ؔ � � �  

 ا  � ا� � �� � ۔ �  �ل � �ح ان ��ں  � ��  �� � � � �ں  � اس 

�� �� � �رت � �ز�  اور ��  ��  �  د� �۔اس �رے   � ا�ل  � �ں  

�د ا�دى  �ا � اور وہ  �ب � �م روش � �  � ا�  �  ا� �   راہ  �ا�  �  �� ��  

 دور اس � �ى  ا�ب  � ا�ل ؔ � او� �  ��  � �ورت � زور د�  �� � �ں � 

زرّ�  � وہ ��  �ا� �  � اس  � � �  � ا�  ��  �  �ن  ��  � � � �  

 اور  �  ، ��ً ا�ں �  �  � ا��  �ك � � ا�  �  آ�   �  ا�ر � ۔ را� � 
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  �� اور ��ل  �  �ا� ، �� ، 
ٹ
 � � ا�م اس �ر �  � ئچِ ا�� �ن  � ا�  �ح 

 �   ر�   � ا� �  �   �   � �   اور ان   از �د �وك ��   اور �  ا�رے 

 ۔ ��ً ا�ل  � اردو  ادب � �ا�  � ��  اور  در�ر  � �  ا�ل  �� � رو�  �ا � �

��  اور  � �  � � ت  د��  اس � ا�  ا��  �ى  �ا�  �دى � ادب  � دا�  � 

�ب  ��  اس �ر و� � د�  � اس  � �د �م  � ا� �دہ  ا�ر  ا� �ى ا�از  �  

 ا�  ا� �   ۔ ��  ا� �ى  �ؤ ا�ل  � �� � � � �ا  � � اور درا�   � �

 4“� ا�ل  � �  ا�� وا� ��ں  � �د �ں � ��  �  اور آج �  � ر� � ۔

 � ��ب � � ��ن � � � ف �� �� � �  ان �م � ا� � �چ  اور � � � � �م � �  �  � �� 

    ا� ر  �ب � �  � �ح   ا�  ��ں � � � �  اس  � � �ر ت   ا�ں � ا� ��  � � � � � � �رى  � �  �

  � رو � ا�  �     �� �دہ  اوڑ�  د� � �د  � �  ��  �۔  �  اس   ��  �ر�  � � �  � �  اور  �م � روا�ت  �  �ل � 

 ِ �  � �  �  ���رے � � � � ں � اور �را  ا�  ادب  �ں  �   ۔  �� ا�ل  �  اس � د� �  � � � د� �  اور ا

   �   ر�۔اس � � � �� � �� اد� �ر�   ا� �دى � � ��ار   ، �ں � وہ ا� �� و � ن � �ے ر� اور   ��

  � د� � �را ا� ادب  � �� � �  ��  ۔�  اور  انُ � �  � � � اُ�  � � �ں � اُ�   ا�  ذ�ں � ا� �ار  �
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