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 Abstract 

This paper aims to understand literary criticism's contribution to communication during 
the new media communication. The literary work is viewed and disseminated, as well as 
the discussions on various social media. Literature and media communications are 
advancing with the integration of technology and the internet in society. Criticism is a 
one-way process of reading and interpreting texts and has developed into a cultural 
practice that continually influences and defines how literature is produced, consumed, 
and disseminated in the contemporary world. Due to social networking services, blogs, 
forums, and other information-sharing platforms, literary criticism can be written by 
anyone, and more people can be involved in the critical discussion of any piece of 
literature. Social media platforms have also created a chance for social synchronous 
debates, interpretations, and sharing of articles and other content reproducing literary 
concepts reflecting on society and its culture. In addition, digital literary criticism has 
destabilized the distinction between the high and low, where critics consume and analyze 
not only books and poems but also, in addition to traditional texts, films, television shows, 
and video games. The study of literature and literary criticism in as much as it has made 
criticism more diverse and more topical as in modern culture. The digital age poses many 
problems for literary criticism, including the issue of shallow approach, the problem of 
fake news, and the commodification of literary criticism. Finally, as literary criticism is 
becoming more integrated into the digital world, its function in constructing 
communication will depend on the tension between the popularization of the scholarly 
approach and, on the other hand, the possibility of keeping the depth of critical analysis. 
This study posits that digital literary criticism is instrumental in fashioning literary 
discourses. The dissemination of ideas that form part of cross-cultural cognition, and the 
functions of literature in the 21st century. This research tries to shed light on the effects 
of digital literary criticism on the current and future modes of communication and 
literary studies by using the practices and mediating technologies as its object of study. 
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Introduction: 

 With the development of new technologies, the process of writing and reading literature 

and the critical analysis of literature are quite different from what they used to be. The 

emergence of digital platforms as a locus of literary and cultural communication permits 

literary criticism to extend out of simple academic and scholastic vehicles and into the 

mainstream of discursive and public culture. With the internet and social media, the discourse 

that was historically marginal and limited to scholarly journals and literary magazines can now 

be wider. Therefore, literary criticism today not only impacts how the texts are read but also 

enjoys the status of a major participant in the global discourse (Smith, 2020). Interpretation of 

literature has always involved the use of literary criticism to gain into the essence of the 

literature. In the modern world, its functions have evolved, and it is connected with films, 

television programs, and even social networks. This connection of media has prompted the 

birth of interdisciplinary critique, where literary assessment is not limited to the script and texts 

but supported by vision and sound, adding depth to the interpretation of texts and their effects 

on the culture (Jones, 2019). The appearance of websites such as Goodreads and platforms such 

as YouTube has created a communication environment, and thus, people who read books, 

critics, and other readers can share the interpretations and reviews at once, and it creates a 

participatory culture more (Miller, 2021).  

 Due to the real-time nature of writing on online platforms, literary criticism has become 

much more active and timelier. A critic of say the 90s can write a critique while quietly 

contemplating an issue and can criticize a movie of the pre-Gold Rush era, but conversely, the 

modern critic can notice a movie, blog about it, tweet about it, strike a pose for a photo while 

holding the movie poster, and make Facebook status updates concerning that film and indeed 

the world at large. Such change has significant meaning for literature as an object and 

interpretation in the sociocultural context as the boundaries between a critic and a reader are 

becoming blurry, and literary criticism turns into the key component of digital media and 

communication (Thompson, 2022). But there are also difficulties for literary critics in the 

rapidly developing digital age. The fast publication makes it possible to come across quite 

often, and sometimes rather shallow research and even disinformation. Moreover, the business-

like approaches to organizing literary discussions on the Internet connected with the use of 

algorithms and advertisements can also be a questionable factor for critical interaction. It is 

possible to find in this context an opportunity for the development of other types of literary 

criticism, focused not on the analysis of traditional works but on discussing how literature can 

be interpreted in the context of the new media and how it can be meaningful in the era of 
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actively developing Internet technologies (Garcia, 2023). The purpose of this paper is to try to 

identify forms and functions of literary criticism on and for the communication, discussion of, 

and culture as reflected in the current media culture and technology-transformed society. 

This study renders great scholarly and practical importance for mapping the change in the 

paradigm of literary criticism in the digital landscape of contemporary communication, culture, 

and society. This work complements knowledge about how the digital environment changes 

present and historical academic practices (Garcia, 2023). It illuminates the potential and 

drawbacks of the use of digital media in promoting the quality of a literary analysis, which 

future scholarly engagement with literature needs to address (Jones, 2019). In view of this, the 

research can be useful to literary critics, educators, and scholars interested in the analysis of 

how to manage the storm and the clear prospects of digital media (Smith, 2020). It provides 

rules for preserving the erudition of literary criticism as a scholarly field of study while also 

keeping the democratizing spirit of internet platforms so that criticism can be useful and 

meaningful in modern society (Thompson, 2022). Through the analysis of the relationship 

between literary criticism and other media, the study encourages the integration of literary 

studies with other fields of study, including film, television, and video games (Miller, 2021). 

This is important now when the postmodern culture is a culture of media and the sender and 

the receiver of the narrative are deluged with options of the stories to be consumed and 

produced (Jones, 2019). The study examines the impact of digital literary criticism and extends 

the discussion of the position of literature in society in general (Garcia, 2023). Appreciating 

this influence is crucial in acknowledging the impact of literary criticism in the manipulation 

of societal values, ideologies, and cultural humanism in the modern age of the World Wide 

Web (Smith, 2020). The research refers to the problematics linked to digital platforms, 

including shallowness and misinformation, which are discussed with a set of solutions 

(Thompson, 2022). This is especially important in maintaining the importance of concerned 

participation through literary criticism in the current society amid a lot of information value 

chains (Garcia, 2023). The research results obtained in this study will contribute to the 

development of the trends in literary criticism, digital humanities, and media studies that come 

next (Miller, 2021). Thus, the analysis to emphasize such trends and issues contributes to the 

further, more stimulating discussion of the connection between literature, technology, and 

culture. 

Statement of the problem: 

 The increasing rate of availability and use of communication platforms, especially 

through the use of the internet, has tremendously affected the criticism and marginalized it into 
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becoming more of an academic discipline. The evolution has provided opportunities for society 

to engage with literature in new ways. For the price, such evolution has brought a set of issues 

that make the role of literary criticism in the context of the new media less clear. The main 

issue is in finding how such elements as literary criticism evolve in response to these new ways 

of delivery and impact the ways literary works disseminate in modern society. Therefore, there 

is a necessity to understand how moving from more simple text-producing criticism to those 

that open the enhanced multimedia formats affects the depth, quality, and ethical standards of 

the analyzed texts. This also includes the worry arising from the fact that online literary 

discussions lack the depth of the level of analysis that the print media offers, the problem of 

fake news, and the commodification of literary criticism by algorithms and the markets. 

Moreover, as literature and literary criticism extend to other media as well as become more 

interrelated with other academic fields, it is worthy of pursuing additionally how it forms the 

cultural narratives and the discursive formation of the public sphere. This research seeks to find 

the following by examining the current practice of digital literary criticism, its effects on 

communication, and the risks and rewards in the new world. Thus, in its turn, it aims to enrich 

the analysis of how literary criticism can remain a relevant and academically valuable mode of 

cultural analysis if existing within the conditions of the constantly shifting media landscape. 

Research Questions 

• How does the intersection of literary criticism with other media forms, such as film, 

television, and video games, enrich or complicate the understanding of literature? 

Background  

 The trend of literary criticism has undergone many transformations with cultural, 

technological, and philosophical development. It has revolutionized how literature is produced, 

circulated, and read. Such is the claim made by media scholars interested in digital and new 

media. In order to comprehend how literary criticism influences today’s communication and 

the world of media, it is crucial to be aware of such evolution. The first approaches to the 

analysis of literature belong to the ancient Greeks, who developed the first philosophical 

theories and views on the role of literature. Another criticism came from Plato, who did not 

have high regard for poetry; he once said that poetry was dangerous because it gives people an 

imitation of reality, and according to Plato, anything that imitates is likely to pollute the soul 

(Plato, trans. 1997). Aristotle, for instance, came up with yardsticks for narrative by espousing 

ideas in what is known today as poetics, although the work mainly dealt with tragedy and 
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introduced ideas such as plot, character, and catharsis (Aristotle, trans. 1996). This early 

critique paved the way to subsequent debates on the moral and aesthetic nature of literature, 

with this placing the literature as a significant cultural factor. In the medieval period, literary 

criticism entailed orientation of literature in terms of theology, specifically with an ethical 

viewpoint. Some of the earliest examples of how the two perspectives shaped medieval 

literature are ascertainable in Dante Alighieri's works, conjoining classical and Christianity to 

paint masterpieces that embodied considerable ethnicism. This is well illustrated by Dante in 

his work, The Divine Comedy, where he overlays narrative and philosophic, theological 

concepts (Dante, trans. 2003). This is the reason why literature in this period is not only 

entertainment but a way of expressing religious and ethical values to society. The Renaissance 

is known for the rebirth of the humanistic interest in the classics and for the beginning of 

celebrating individualism. Some of the critics penned their support of poetry in writing, 

including Sir Philip Sidney, who wrote An Apology for Poetry, where he argued that poetry 

had the potentiality to generate virtue and moral instruction (Sidney, 2002). Ben Jonson also 

put much stock in the form and structure of poetry. This period marked a new trend of 

accrediting authors and trying to understand human existence in works that represented culture 

and individualism in the manner in which literature conveyed information. Enlightenment’s 

influence on literature bet on reason and the inclusion of empirical analysis. Such individuals 

included critical persons like Alexander Pope and Samuel Johnson; Pope, for instance, 

employed principles of taste and aesthetic judgments in his work, An Essay on Criticism. In 

his ‘Lives of the Poets’, Johnson expounded their biographies as people in their relation to the 

civil society where literature is explained to mirror and shape culture. The concept of reason 

and morality, which dominated this period, set the pace of what was expected out of literary 

communication and its place in society. 

The Rise of Digital Media: 

 The Digital Age literature is consumed, interpreted, and interacted with in a new way. 

Analyzing the text is an activity that has always been associated with scholars; however, with 

the help of digital technologies, literary criticism has gotten more prominence and followers. 

In fact, the advent of digital media has revolutionized the very exercise of criticism as the 

practice of reading literature is opened to the masses under the new dispensation. Of all the 

mentioned forms of criticism, the application of digital media has shifted literature criticism to 

another level. Blogs, the use of social media, and literary websites have provided avenues for 

literary discussions over and above print media and in academic circles. These platforms enable 

immediate responses and interaction, making the resulting form of literary criticism rather more 
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interactive. For example, Twitter and Instagram have become a ground where people share 

their opinions and critiques of literary works; fans in their thousands equally participate in the 

critique, review, and interpretation of the literary works posted. This whole text is much more 

immediate than the slow, scholarly approach of traditional print literary criticism. The use of 

digital media means that literary critiques can contain images, videos, links, and other media 

components that make the critique more engaging for the audience. In a brief history of new 

media, it has been evident that digital literary criticism has been instrumental in the 

transformation of current communication. Inasmuch as other critics have advanced the idea 

that more qualitative writing produces quality criticism, it has been argued here that making 

literary analysis more accessible to a wider public has facilitated the development of such 

critical culture. Sources such as Goodreads and emerging online literary journals have formed 

expanded means of readers and critics who share views on books, partaking with an auditorium 

of readers. In its wake, there are inevitable changes concerning the assessment of literature and 

its appreciation in a society. The utilization of digital media as a means for the popularizing of 

literary criticism is advantageous for the reason that a more variable group of participants is 

created. It is for this reason that postmodernism disrupts the monopoly of education institutions 

and acting critics to define the intricate interpretations of literature. Literature has also been 

shaped by the integration of literature and new media, particularly in the way the literature is 

produced and consumed. Authors are now conscious of the cyber world as a strategic ground, 

most of them interacting with the readers and critics through the social media networks. It can 

also affect engagement with their work and, in some cases, its content, as responses from digital 

platforms may define new literary creations. Literary communication has been decentralized 

by the use of digital media in that people from all over the world can freely discuss literature. 

People of different cultures and languages can also come together and give their views on the 

works of literature, which in turn enhances the global view of different works. It is this type of 

globalization of literary criticism that benefits the discipline to become more diverse and 

inclusive. The availability of digital media has immensely influenced literary criticism through 

broadening the field as well as commoditization of the task. Therefore, one can state that 

through extending the communities participating in literary discussions, the digital platforms 

have influenced the construction of the literature in the Digital Age. Analyzing the further 

development of literary criticism in the context of digital media, it is possible to draw the 

conclusion that it remains one of the key factors in the definition of further directions of literary 

and communicative processes. 
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Figure No.01: Growth of Online Literary Criticism Platforms (2000-2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literary Criticism in the Digital Age 

 Literary criticism is one of the many fields that has undergone change and been 

influenced by the digital age. The critique of literature has shifted with the help of technological 

structures so that more people can be reached. The symbiotic with print culture, literary 

criticism is now almost omnipresent on the internet, defining how literature is considered, read, 

and written about. Literary criticism is bringing to the common people through patronization 

of digital platforms for literature. It is possible to publish the works of literary criticism in 

various kinds of blogs, social networks, online journals, and digital magazines, which 

significantly modify the established restrictions on this type of activity, previously available 

only to scholars and professionals. Digital media also brings out new ways of critiquing where 

the use of other media forms such as videos, podcasts, and hypertexts is allowed. These types 

of criticism may give a richer and more stimulating experience and, in turn, give the critic 

avenues not open to them before. Accessibility and participation: Thanks to the development 

in the field of computerization and the growing usage of the internet, the critics of literature are 

more available to the common man. People from various backgrounds can get involved in 

literature discussions and, therefore, may provide analyses that are not typical scholarly ones. 

Such policies promote diversity, making the literary environment more active and healthier. 

Thus, multimedia in digital criticism supplements the analysis of literary works since other 

types of media add different angles to the works. A related example is video essays, where the 

critical voice is, in fact, conveyed through drawn-out spoken words enhanced by visual 

evidence. Literary criticisms in the contemporary world are in a position to reach out to the 

global stretch thanks to the internet. Different culturally and linguistically biased people can 

read critique from different parts of the world, thus enhancing the globalization of literature. It 
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has the advantage of facilitating the exchange of ideas as critics from different regions of the 

world and with different critical beliefs come into contact with one another. While digital 

literary criticism assures its advantages, it has some issues. The world now has so many blogs, 

making this particular kind of content hard for the reader to find good critiques. The informality 

of some online communities might foster rather sloppy treatment of books in terms of literary 

criticism. It has created notions such as virality and popularity, where the most widely spread 

information can be the most banal or crude. Digital literary criticism has deep cultural and 

literary influence. It determines the manner in which literary pieces are appreciated and 

understood; it has a way of changing the perception people have about an author and can either 

make or mar the sales of the author’s books. Another disadvantage of online critique is that it 

is immediate, which also means that authors are immediately in touch with their readers. The 

critics and authors are not some kinds of unreachable elites who give their opinions over the 

readers’ heads; rather, the readers can respond to the critics sharing their views and 

interpretations. Such a concept of inclusiveness in literary criticism may result in a better and 

more comprehensive appreciation of literary works. Many scholars have studied the impact 

that the new digital age has brought to the literary criticism more open, developed, and 

participatory. As much as there may be new fluctuations that present new challenges, it is 

crucial to embrace these changes as opportune for analyzing and discussing literature. With the 

given tendency of the enhancement of cyberspace, it is possible to suppose literary criticism 

will also develop and remain the effective tool to analyze literature and understand its 

significance. 

Figure No.02: Increase in social media Engagement in literary expression (2010-2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impact on Communication: 

 The arrival of digital literary criticism has impacted the communication that takes place 

in the literary field in a drastic way. The relationship between readers, critics, and authors has 

presented a new face to the reader-critic-author triangle and the field of communication in 
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general. The digital literary criticism has revolutionized the manner in which literary 

communication is carried out through the development of more participatory and interactive 

means. Readers of blogs, social media, and literary forums also have a direct line of 

communication with critics and authors—a feature that would not have been observable before 

the emergence of the digital platform. It enriches the discussions on literature since the readers 

are not only the recipients of the critics but also the producers of the critics. In addition, digital 

criticism has also broadened the people to whom literary communication is made. Whereas 

classical criticism is mainly confined to a tiny scholar or academic circle, this area of study has 

been liberalized due to advanced information technology. Literature discussions were limited 

and only literary individuals could take part in the discussion, but today, with the use of 

computers and the internet, any individual can take part in the discussions. The period of 

digitalization has also touched on the type and manner of literary criticism. The nature of online 

communication is much faster and shorter, which is why the forms of criticism are simpler and 

more comprehensible. Several controversies have pointed toward the transformation of critics 

into writing in a way that meets the needs and demands of the new type of reader, namely 

Internet readership that demands shorter pieces of content. The use of multimedia videos, 

images, and links in digital criticism provides a more lively way of communication than 

traditional written text. Social media has especially emerged as the new vehicle for literary 

criticism and has also brought new elements to bear in the communication process. Social 

media disseminate information with reference to other users, which may attract popularity to 

some literary critiques and therefore spread them with a high velocity. Social media platforms 

have helped authors to directly connect with their readers, something that cannot be said of the 

pre-digital media age. Writers are now able to communicate directly with the reader by using 

the internet, social networks, and blogs and get a response to their works instantly. Such a 

rapport means that authors can be changed in how they write since they get closer to their 

readers, hence knowing what they expect from them. But friendship can also bring problems, 

and this is rather a close relationship between these two characters. Some of the challenges 

experienced by authors are caused by the instant interaction with readers, especially when the 

feedback given is negative or plain uncomfortable. These interactions are often seen in the 

public domain, and as such, they are more charged compared to what is experienced in 

literature. In the third stage, ‘Digital Literary Criticism’ has definitely influenced the entire 

communication process of the literary field. Making criticism more open and engaging in 

extension, media allowances have given a new face to how literary discourse takes place and 

become a more engaging dialogue. The development of digital criticism as an area of future 
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research will doubtless refine the ways in which literary communication takes place, thus 

contributing to the formation of the literary world’s future. 
Table No.01: Traditional Literary Criticism and Digital Literary Criticism, focusing on their impact 

on communication: 

Aspect Traditional Literary Criticism Digital Literary Criticism 

Audience Reach 
Limited to academic circles and print 

media 

Broad and inclusive, accessible to 

anyone with internet access 

Interactivity 
One-way communication (critic to 

reader) 

Two-way communication 

(interactive, reader feedback) 

Communication Style Formal, lengthy, in-depth analysis 
Concise, accessible, integrates 

multimedia elements 

Content Accessibility 
Restricted to those with access to 

academic journals or print media 

Widely accessible online, often free or 

low-cost 

Author-Reader 

Interaction 
Indirect and infrequent 

Direct and frequent, often via social 

media 

Global Participation 
Mainly confined to specific cultural or 

academic communities 

Global, with diverse cultural 

perspectives 

Influence on Literary 

Discourse 

Controlled by established critics and 

institutions 

More democratic, with a wider range 

of voices 

 The purpose of this study is to investigate the evolving role of literary criticism in the 

digital age and its influence on communication and cultural discourse. As literary criticism 

transitions from traditional, academic settings to more accessible, digital platforms, this 

research seeks to understand how these changes impact the way literature is interpreted, shared, 

and discussed within contemporary society. This study aims at examining the intersection of 

literary criticism with other media forms, such as film, television, and video games. 

Methodology: 

 This study uses a qualitative research approach to assess the effects of digital literary 

criticism on communication. Through the use of semi-structured interviews, content analysis, 

and case studies. The research explores how digital media has shifted literary conversation. 

Semi-structured interviews with literary critics, authors, and ordinary readers allow 

understanding of their experiences and perceptions based on their own words and reflections, 

while such qualitative data sources as blogs and social media posts, as well as multimedia 

criticism samples code-analyzed for emergent themes in communication practices, offer new 

sources of qualitative data. A closer look at examples of popular and powerful digital platforms 

helps to shed light on how the actors interact with each other, critics, authors, and readers. In 

this sense, this paper seeks to investigate the patterns and trends in digital literary criticism 
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using thematic and narrative analysis to embrace the more ‘connected’, ‘engaged’, 'inclusive', 

and ‘international’ modes of communication in the twenty-first century. Sensitivity to ethical 

issues in conducting the research is observed throughout: getting informed consent and 

maintaining confidentiality, and the use of techniques such as member checking, thick 

description, and data source triangulation to enhance credibility. All in all, this qualitative 

approach provides a broad review of how literary criticism is developing in the digital age and 

how people in different cultures are participating in literary criticism discussions. 

Results 

Adaptation of Literary Criticism to Digital Media: 

 The extension of literary criticism into digital media has a revolution in the way works 

of literature are critically read, reviewed, or shared. This kind of criticism is formerly limited 

to books, specialist journals, and newspapers, but it has recently fallen under the domain of 

technological media. Bloggers, social networks, literary magazines on the World Wide Web, 

as well as multimedia, including YouTube, are the new paradigms of critics and readers. This 

change has liberalized literary criticism, hence allowing more people to engage in commentary 

and in the whole process. The Internet allows critics to reach people globally within a short 

span of time, and consumers can directly communicate with critics and authors depending on 

what they read and express their views immediately. The use of media in the form of videos, 

podcasts, and hyperlinked references contributes to the vivacity of the analytical part and may 

be considered an effective contribution to the critical analysis. But such a shift also has 

drawbacks: the old quests had significant depth and richness that is difficult to achieve while 

maintaining the audience appeal of primarily digital media. This having been said, the manner 

in which literary criticism has transitioned into the digital media frontier is a breath of fresh 

air, as it has diversely changed the whole approach to literary criticism. 

Table No.02: Literature and Media: The Role of Literary Criticism in Shaping Communication in 

the Digital Age" and "Adaptation of Literary Criticism to Digital Media." 

 

Aspect Literature and Media: Role of Literary Criticism 
Adaptation of Literary Criticism to Digital 

Media 

Definition 
Examines how literary criticism influences 

communication in modern media. 

Explores how traditional literary criticism adapts to 

digital platforms. 

Scope 
Analyzes the impact of literary works on societal 

communication. 

Investigates methods of applying criticism in digital 

formats. 

Tools of Criticism 
Textual analysis, theoretical frameworks, and historical 

context. 

Digital tools, blogs, social media platforms, and 

online publications. 



Literature and Media: A Study of the Role of Literary Criticism in Shaping Communication in the Digital Age. 

 
27 

Forms of 

Communication 

Written critiques, academic journals, and public 

discourse. 

Podcasts, vlogs, online discussions, and social 

media commentary. 

Audience Engagement Focus on academic and literary circles. 
Broader audience, including casual readers and 

digital natives. 

Impact on Literary 

Interpretation 
Shapes understanding of texts through critical theory. 

Encourages diverse interpretations and dialogues 

in real-time. 

Examples of Adaptation Scholarly articles, book reviews in online forums. 
Video essays, social media critiques, and interactive 

literary apps. 

Challenges Maintaining depth and rigor in fast-paced media. 
Ensuring academic integrity while being accessible 

to general audiences. 

Influence on Public Discourse: 

 Criticisms have the crucial function of defining the ontologies of the text in question, 

promoting the thought processes that guide the decision-making of the culture, and applying 

sociological approaches to construct the perspectives of a culture. When literature interfaces 

with distinctive media, literary critics assist in translating cultural operations that may cause a 

change in the general opinion of culture. Literary criticism presents analytical approaches that 

can be used to understand the literary texts in the light of the larger social reality. Readers 

appraise themes, different symbols, and character transformation, and this leads to debates that 

are unrelated to the literature. For instance, historical materialism has played a vital role in 

bringing out gender questions, which in turn have over the years helped sensitize women’s 

issues (Showalter, 1991). Watching and discussing literary productions allows an audience to 

question critically the stories being told in literature as well as in media. This engagement may 

lead to a higher and more critical appreciation of social issues such as race, class, and identity 

in modern society. Through provoking critical thinking, literary criticism assists a person in 

opening subversive approaches to the main paradigm (Eagleton, 2008). There is normally an 

interaction with popular culture, which is normally evaluated by literary critics so as to 

determine the impact of literature on society. For instance, the social media element of 

contemporary digital literary criticism has changed the ways in which the results are 

communicated to the audience. Experts can instantaneously correlate with some events that 

happen in society and set the tone in the development of social concerns, which people embrace 

(Jenkins, 2006). Literary criticism may be connected to and include other sciences, such as 

sociology, psychology, and political science, continuing contributions to public discussion. 

Thus, through embracing various perspectives, literary critics enrich the recognition of 

society’s problems and launch cross-disciplinary discussions within public spheres. (Woolf 

2016). 
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Media Narratives Shaped by Literary Criticism: 

 Media narratives are heavily influenced by literary criticism in as much as critical 

analysis contributes to improving the narratives and the perception of society. It includes 

different kinds of critical theory, e.g., feminist and postcolonial, that analyze gender and racial 

relations in the given stories. For instance, most of the remakes of popular novels such as Jane 

Austen’s Pride and Prejudice present contemporary or third-wave feminism. Moreover, with 

the advance of digital media, the act of literary criticism changed, and the modification of 

audience opinion can occur in real time, switching the focus of narration. Due to this, literary 

criticism has a central role in the production of media stories as well as the generation of a 

diverse and representative narrative that affects culture and identity. 

Interpretation of Results 

 The analysis and the interpretation of results are the last steps in the process of the 

research and are significant since they explain the findings and their meaning. A synthesis of 

the results with the research questions and theoretical frameworks is then undertaken to draw 

conclusions. Statistical methods of interpretation the only consideration; it is important to keep 

an eye on what is practically important as well. For example, research could establish that one 

variable is significantly different from another one; yet, the magnitude of the difference has to 

be assessed to point out if it is practically relevant (Cohen, 1988). The intention is that results 

should be presented in light of prior research in order to identify similarities or otherwise. This 

contextualization can offer more information about other issues and can guide the next studies’ 

directions (Bryman, 2016). Also, worrying about limitations and sources of bias as part of the 

analysis is critical to the interpretational process because of the effects they exert on the 

credibility of the conclusions (Maxwell, 2012). In the end, a rich understanding of results also 

clarifies what the research contributes to the domain and how the knowledge about the 

phenomenon under focus is advanced. 

 It has become easier for critics to share their opinions because of the change from 

analogue to digital means. With the advancement of information technology, widespread use 

of the World Wide Web, and availability of blog sites such as WordPress and Facebook, along 

with electronic journals, literary criticism has become more interactive and global in nature, 

involving critics all over the world. It has also brought new forms of criticism into light, like 

the video essays and the interactive annotations, among others, which give one different way 

of handling literature. 

 Digital literary criticism affects interpretation through its role of making the process 

collaborative and/or faster. Specifically, readers and critics are free to share their interpretations 
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in social networks, which can result in multiple ‘voices’ being introduced to the readers that 

can hardly be achieved within traditional academic environments. However, it is also true that 

due to the availability of digital criticism, modern literature is quite often discussed and 

critiqued immediately, and this makes a quicker and wider impact on the popular perception 

and culture of the works of literature. 

 Arguably one of the major concerns associated with the tenets of digital literary 

criticism is the problem of the possibility of simplification caused by the dynamic character of 

blogging. It is also realized that the short messages posted on social media infrastructures such 

as Twitter, for instance, might lead to the distortion of literary concepts. Furthermore, it can 

provide discussion and criticism from anyone who wants to express it without proper education 

and without going through peer review. This can lead to having a combination of accurate 

analysis and a number of less accurate interpretations; this hampers the identification of sound 

criticism. 

 The interaction between literary criticism and other media densities is beneficial as it 

provides new perspectives to look at the given texts. For example, a novel that is brought to the 

big screen or to a video game might present a different side to the story or the figure that is not 

evident when one is reading a novel. However, such an intersection may also pose problems as 

the analysis of one given text may be swayed by the depiction of the same in other media, 

which may lead to discussions on the historical accuracy of the text in consideration and the 

admissibility of these interpretations. 

 The analysis also concludes that digital literary criticism has a great impact on changing 

the culture and discourses by re-presenting voices that would otherwise be silenced. Critics 

often use social media, blogs, and forums to control what people read or discuss and can make 

an author or certain book trendy in society. Altogether, digital criticism enables the ideas to 

circulate faster and participate in discussions that are taking place in the realm of social identity 

and representation, specifically in literature, as well as frame public discourses. 

The Role of Social Media in Literary Criticism: 

 Public critiques have gained popularity through social networks, which means that 

literary criticism extends to reach the masses participation. Social media, such as Twitter, 

Instagram, and Goodreads, allow people to post, read, and share reviews, analyses, and 

recommendations about different texts on the go. It rises to new types of criticism, for instance, 

micro-criticism, in which criticism is done in isolation in brief posts or threads rather than long 

posts, allowing writers to carry out literary analysis in the most abbreviated and timely manners 

possible, as identified by Baker in his research. Moreover, social media helps those who create 
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content in terms of literature to question the mainstream discourse and the dominant literary 

works and thus make literature a more inclusive concept (Tew, 2020). The live feature of social 

media also contributes to the culture of ‘response, as the critic can actively discuss new trends 

in literature and contribute to the formation of public opinion as to the assessment of the texts. 

On balance, social media contributes a significant service in broadening the extent to which 

literary criticism is produced and consumed, whereby literature is consumed and produced in 

the era of the Web 2.0. 
Table No.01: Platforms Impacting Literary Criticism 

Platform Description Impact on Literary Criticism 

Twitter 
Microblogging platform for sharing thoughts and 

reviews. 
Facilitates real-time discussions and critiques. 

Instagram 
Visual platform for sharing book aesthetics and 

quotes. 

Enhances visual storytelling and engagement with 

literature. 

Goodreads 
Social cataloging site for readers to track and 

review books. 

Provides a space for extensive user-generated 

reviews and ratings. 

TikTok 
Short video platform for book recommendations 

and critiques. 

Popularizes literature through creative content 

and trends. 

 

Table No.02: New Forms of Literary Criticism 

Form of Criticism Description Example 

Micro-Criticism 
Brief critiques expressed in social 

media posts. 

A Twitter thread 

analyzing a novel in 

under 280 characters. 

Visual Criticism 
Critiques presented through images 

and videos. 

Instagram posts 

featuring book covers 

with accompanying 

commentary. 

Collaborative 

Criticism 

Group discussions and analyses on 

platforms. 

Goodreads group 

discussions on specific 

literary themes. 

Viral Criticism 
Critiques that gain traction through 

shares and likes. 

TikTok videos that 

become popular for their 

creative book reviews. 
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Table No.03: Impact of Social Media on Literary Canon 

Aspect Traditional Literary Canon Impact of Social Media 

Representation 
Often limited to established 

authors and perspectives. 

Amplifies marginalized 

voices and diverse 

narratives. 

Accessibility 
Access often restricted to 

academic circles. 

Democratizes criticism, 

allowing more readers to 

engage. 

Critique Evolution 
Slow to adapt to contemporary 

themes. 

Rapid responses to current 

literary trends and issues. 

Reader 

Engagement 
Passive consumption of literature. 

Encourages active 

participation and dialogue 

among readers. 

 

Implications for Communication and Media: 

 Social media is becoming rampant and has brought a change in communication and 

media in terms of sharing of information and its use. SNS represent a breaching point to such 

sharing and engagement and disrupt traditional modes of communication. This shift has several 

implications: Social media platforms make information more available for everyone, thus 

individuals from different backgrounds can post their views to the discussions. Indeed, this 

democratization of information is beneficial in that it allows for the provision of a platform for 

minorities to air out their voices. The feature of the media platforms is that they allow for the 

exchange of information in real-time, a factor that enables swift responses to contemporary 

issues and trends. This has revolutionized the field of public relations and crisis communication 

since organizations can easily handle issues and engage their audience. Audiences also differ 

in their perception of the contents on the social media platform as compared to traditional 

media. Miniature pieces of information, like memes, tweets, and brief videos, are what the 

users want; this has the potential to shorten attention spans and alter the ways in which content 

is made. The social media platforms act like a public arena of discussion in the society, greatly 

influencing the opinions of the people as well as the general trends in the society. Anyone and 

everyone, including regular people, influencers, authors, and ordinary netizens, can tell stories 

and counter the stories generated by traditional media and movements. Ordinary people can 

break news as and when events occur through using social media platforms. Citizen journalism 
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emerges as a part of media that could supplement traditional media; at the same time, their 

reliability, authenticity, and responsibility come into question. 
Table No.04: Key Implications of Social Media on Communication 

Implication Description Impact on Communication 

Increased Accessibility 
Broader access to information for 

diverse audiences. 

Empowers marginalized voices 

and fosters inclusivity. 

Real-Time Communication 
Instantaneous sharing and responses 

to events. 

Enhances engagement and 

responsiveness in discussions. 

Evolving Media 

Consumption 

Preference for short, engaging 

content. 

Changes content creation 

strategies for media outlets. 

Influence on Public Opinion 
Platforms as forums for discussion 

and narrative shaping. 

Affects societal trends and the 

framing of issues. 

Emergence of Citizen 

Journalism 

Ordinary individuals sharing news 

and insights. 

Challenges traditional media's 

gatekeeping role. 

Table No.02: Changes in Media Consumption Patterns 

Format Description Audience Preference 

Short Videos 
Quick, engaging content (e.g., 

TikTok, Instagram Reels). 

High engagement; caters to 

shorter attention spans. 

Memes 
Humorous or critical visual content 

shared widely. 

Popular among younger 

audiences; facilitates rapid 

sharing. 

Live Streams 
Real-time interaction and 

engagement with audiences. 

Fosters a sense of community 

and immediacy. 

Podcasts 
On-demand audio content for niche 

interests. 

Increasingly popular for 

convenience and depth. 

 

Conclusion 

 This is true in the light of the changing face of communication and media due to the 

advent of what is generally referred to as social media. Through control of information 

dissemination on social media, it provides prospects for the marginalized groups to contribute 

to key dialogues on social media. The real-time communication also improves the audience 

interaction since organizations and individuals can respond to events and issues within society 

or within a given region without any delay. However, these changes also include several 

obstacles that are related to the increased spreading of fake news, the increasing likelihood of 

people being locked in their bubbles, and the problem of responsibility when it comes to content 

generation. This is because as the consumer shifts from media to consuming information in the 
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form of short and lively forms, traditional media has been forced to establish ways of working 

in the new world. The concept of citizen journalism is one more example of audiences’ 

engagement. With the creation of news and the transition of the audience to an active position 

that is quite close to that of journalists. Thus, for receiving and providing the media content, 

consumers and producers, respectively, should enhance media literacy and critical thinking, as 

well as ethical considerations. Therefore, the dynamic affiliations between social media, 

communication, and media create a prospective frontier to influence public opinion, inclusively 

address communities, and trigger social share in the advanced society. 

 



AL-ĪMĀN Research Journal (IRJ), Volume 03, Issue 02, April-June 2025 
 

 
34 

References: 
1. Appadurai, A. (1996). Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalization. University 

of Minnesota Press. 
2. Aristotle. (1996). Poetics (translated by S. H. Butcher). Macmillan. 
3. Arnold, M. (2009). Culture and Anarchy. Oxford University Press. 
4. Audrezet, A., de Kervenoael, R., & Guibert, N. (2020). Can “Instagram ability” really help 

brands? The impact of social media influencers on consumers’ purchasing behavior. Journal 
of Business Research, 117, 213-224. 

5. Austen, J. (1813). Pride and Prejudice. T. Egerton, Whitehall. 
6. Baker, C. (2018). Literary Criticism in the Age of Social Media: The Case for Micro-Criticism. 

Journal of Digital Humanities, 7(2), 45-56. 
7. Barthes, R. (1977). The Death of the Author. In Image-Music-Text (pp. 142-148). Fontana 

Press. 
8. Beauvoir, S. de. (1949). The Second Sex. Vintage Books. 
9. Bennett, W. L., & Segerberg, A. (2012). The logic of connective action: Digital media and the 

personalization of contentious politics. Information, Communication & Society, 15(5), 739-
768. 

10. Birkerts, S. (2006). The Gutenberg Elegies: The Fate of Reading in an Electronic Age. Faber 
& Faber. 

11. Birkerts, S. (2006). The Gutenberg Elegies: The Fate of Reading in an Electronic Age. Faber 
& Faber. 

12. Booth, P. (2018). Digital Media Criticism: Theorizing Cultural Change in the Age of New 
Media. Routledge. 

13. Burgess, J. (2020). The Politics of TikTok: New Forms of Engagement in the Digital Age. 
Media, Culture & Society, 42(8-9), 1364-1372. 

14. Burgess, J., & Green, J. (2009). YouTube: Online Video and Participatory Culture. Polity Press. 
15. Chen, G. M. (2018). The Globalization of Social Media: Implications for Intercultural 

Communication. Communication Research Reports, 35(5), 419-426. 
16. Dante Alighieri. (2003). The Divine Comedy: Inferno, Purgatorio, Paradiso (translated by H. 

W. Longfellow). Modern Library. 
17. Eagleton, T. (2002). Marxism and Literary Criticism. Palgrave Macmillan. 
18. Eagleton, T. (2008). Literary Theory: An Introduction. Wiley-Blackwell. 
19. Eliot, T. S. (1919). Tradition and the Individual Talent. The Sacred Wood: Essays on Poetry 

and Criticism. 
20. Fitzpatrick, K. (2011). Planned Obsolescence: Publishing, Technology, and the Future of the 

Academy. NYU Press. 
21. Frow, J. (2015). Character and Person. Oxford University Press. 
22. Fuller, M. (2005). Media Ecologies: Materialist Energies in Art and Techno culture. MIT Press. 
23. Fuller, M. (2005). Media Ecologies: Materialist Energies in Art and Techno culture. MIT Press. 
24. Garcia, L. (2023). Literary Criticism in the Digital Age: Opportunities and Challenges. Journal 

of Digital Humanities, 12(3), 45-62. 
25. Garcia, L. (2023). Literary Criticism in the Digital Age: Opportunities and Challenges. Journal 

of Digital Humanities, 12(3), 45-62. 
26. Gillespie, T. (2014). The Relevance of Algorithms. In Media Technologies: Essays on 

Communication, Materiality, and Society (pp. 167-194). MIT Press. 
27. Hall, S. (1997). Representation: Cultural Representations and Signifying Practices. SAGE 

Publications. 
28. Hobbs, R. (2010). Digital and Media Literacy: A Plan of Action. The Aspen Institute. 
29. Hobbs, R. (2010). Digital and Media Literacy: A Plan of Action. The Aspen Institute. 
30. Jauss, H. R. (1982). Toward an Aesthetic of Reception. University of Minnesota Press. 
31. Jenkins, H. (2006). Convergence Culture: Where Old and New Media Collide. New York 

University Press. 
32. Jenkins, H. (2006). Convergence Culture: Where Old and New Media Collide. New York 

University Press. 



Literature and Media: A Study of the Role of Literary Criticism in Shaping Communication in the Digital Age. 

 
35 

33. Jenkins, H. (2006). Convergence Culture: Where Old and New Media Collide. New York 
University Press. 

34. Jones, R. (2019). Interdisciplinary Criticism and Media Convergence: A New Approach to 
Literary Studies. Media and Literature Quarterly, 8(2), 117-134. 

35. Jones, R. (2019). Interdisciplinary Criticism and Media Convergence: A New Approach to 
Literary Studies. Media and Literature Quarterly, 8(2), 117-134. 

36. Kahn, A. (2004). The Feminist Narratives in Film Adaptations of Pride and Prejudice. Film 
Studies Journal, 12(1), 45-60. 

37. Liu, A. (2014). The Laws of Cool: Knowledge Work and the Culture of Information. University 
of Chicago Press. 

38. Liu, A. (2014). The Laws of Cool: Knowledge Work and the Culture of Information. University 
of Chicago Press. 

39. Lyon, D. (2014). Security, Surveillance and Social Sorting: Privacy, Risk, and Digital 
Discrimination. Routledge. 

40. Marwick, A. E. (2015). Instafame: Luxury Selfies in the Attention Economy. Public Culture, 
27(1), 137-160. 

41. Miller, A. (2021). The Impact of Social Media on Literary Criticism: A Case Study of 
Goodreads and YouTube. Digital Culture & Society, 10(4), 28-43. 

42. Miller, A. (2021). The Impact of Social Media on Literary Criticism: A Case Study of 
Goodreads and YouTube. Digital Culture & Society, 10(4), 28-43. 

43. Mulvey, L. (1975). Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema. Screen, 16(3), 6-18. 
44. Murray, S. (2018). The Digital Literary Sphere: Reading, Writing, and Selling Books in the 

Internet Era. Johns Hopkins University Press. 
45. Murray, S. (2018). The Digital Literary Sphere: Reading, Writing, and Selling Books in the 

Internet Era. Johns Hopkins University Press. 
46. Pope, A. (1963). An Essay on Criticism. In The Poems of Alexander Pope (pp. 49-70). Penguin 

Classics. 
47. Pressman, J. (2014). Digital Modernism: Making It New in New Media. Oxford University 

Press. 
48. Said, E. W. (1978). Orientalism. Pantheon Books. 
49. Showalter, E. (1991). The Female Malady: Women, Madness, and English Culture, 1830-1980. 

Virago Press. 
50. Sidney, P. (2002). An Apology for Poetry. In The Major Works (pp. 177-206). Oxford 

University Press. 
51. Smith, J. (2020). The Democratization of Literary Criticism: Voices from the Digital Frontier. 

New Literary History, 51(1), 73-89. 
52. Smith, J. (2020). The Democratization of Literary Criticism: Voices from the Digital Frontier. 

New Literary History, 51(1), 73-89. 
53. Smith, S. (2016). "The Digital Turn: New Directions in Literary Criticism." Journal of Literary 

Theory, 10(3), 250-272. 
54. Tew, P. (2020). Voices from the Margins: The Impact of Social Media on Literary Criticism. 

Literature and Social Media, 4(1), 22-34.3 
55. Thaler, V. (2019). "Digital Literary Criticism: An Overview of New Approaches and 

Challenges." Journal of Digital Humanities, 6(2), 45-67. 
56. Thaler, V. (2019). "Digital Literary Criticism: An Overview of New Approaches and 

Challenges." Journal of Digital Humanities, 6(2), 45-67. 
57. Thompson, P. (2022). Real-Time Criticism: The Changing Pace of Literary Analysis in the 

Digital Era. Journal of Contemporary Literature, 15(2), 89-105. 
58. Thompson, P. (2022). Real-Time Criticism: The Changing Pace of Literary Analysis in the 

Digital Era. Journal of Contemporary Literature, 15(2), 89-105. 
59. Tufekci, Z. (2017). Twitter and Tear Gas: The Power and Fragility of Networked Protest. Yale 

University Press. 
60. Twenge, J. M., Joiner, T. E., Rogers, M. L., & Martin, G. N. (2018). Increases in depressive 

symptoms, suicide-related outcomes, and suicide rates among U.S. adolescents after 2010 and 
links to increased new media screen time. Psychological Science, 29(3), 391-401. 



AL-ĪMĀN Research Journal (IRJ), Volume 03, Issue 02, April-June 2025 
 

 
36 

61. Tyson, L. (2015). Critical Theory Today: A User-Friendly Guide. Routledge. 
62. Viegas, F. B., Wattenberg, M., & Feinberg, J. (2009). "Participatory Visualization with 

Wordle." IEEE Transactions on Visualization and Computer Graphics, 15(6), 1137-1144. 
63. Viegas, F. B., Wattenberg, M., & Feinberg, J. (2009). "Participatory Visualization with 

Wordle." IEEE Transactions on Visualization and Computer Graphics, 15(6), 1137-1144. 
64. Williams, R. (2003). Television: Technology and Cultural Form. Routledge. 
65. Williams, R. (2003). Television: Technology and Cultural Form. Routledge. 
66. Woolf, V. (2016). A Room of One's Own. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 

 
 


