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Abstract

This study critically examines the Orientalist critiques regarding the
structural arrangement of the Qur’an’s surahs, focusing on four key
objections: (1) the discrepancy between the chronological order of
revelation (tarteeb nuzuli) and the canonical arrangement (tarteeb
tawqifi), (2) variations in surah length and literary style, (3) perceived
lack of thematic unity, and (4) absence of historical chronology.
Orientalist scholars such as Noldeke, Montgomery Watt, and Richard
Bell argue that these factors disrupt the Qur’an’s coherence and
hinder its comprehensibility.

In response, the analysis underscores the divine wisdom (hikmah)
behind the Qur’an’s canonical arrangement, emphasizing its
pedagogical, theological, and ethical objectives. It highlights that the
Qur’an’s structure is not arbitrary but rooted in divine guidance, as
evidenced by the Prophet Muhammad’s (¥) direct oversight and the
consensus of the Companions during its compilation. The study refutes
Orientalist claims by demonstrating how the Qur’an’s arrangement
prioritizes spiritual guidance over historical or thematic linearity,
caters to diverse audiences through its rhetorical styles, and integrates
legal, moral, and theological teachings cohesively.

Scholars like Muhammad Abduh, Fazlur Rahman, and classical
exegetes such as Al-Suyuti and Al-Razi are cited to affirm the Qur’an’s
structural integrity as a manifestation of its miraculous nature (i jaz).
The conclusion asserts that the Qur’an’s unique organization aligns
with its universal message, ensuring relevance across time and context
while preserving its transformative impact.
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"The arrangement of the Qur'an as we have it today does not follow

the chronological order of revelation. This lack of chronological
sequence creates a disjointed and incoherent structure in the text"!
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"The arrangement of the Qur'an as it stands today does not follow

any logical or chronological order. This lack of systematic
arrangement creates confusion in understanding the text."?
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"The present arrangement of the Qur'an does not follow any logical

or chronological order.This lack of systematic arrangement makes it
difficult to understand the text in a coherent manner."?
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"The Meccan Surahs are generally short and poetic, while the

Medinan Surahs are longer and more prosaic. This disparity in
length and style disrupts the uniformity of the Qur'anic text."!”
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"The Meccan Surahs are characterized by their poetic and rhythmic

style, while the Medinan Surahs are more prosaic and lengthier. This

disparity in style and structure creates an imbalance in the Qur'anic
text."!®
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"The Qur'anic Surahs often lack thematic unity. A single Surah may
contain discussions on diverse topics such as theology, law, and
history, which creates an impression of disorganization."3?
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"The Quran lacks thematic consistency, as its Surahs often shift
abruptly between different topics. This suggests that the text was

compiled from various fragments without a coherent editorial
process."3°
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"The Quranic text lacks a consistent thematic structure, as it often
jumps from one subject to another without a clear connection. This

indicates that the text was compiled from different sources without
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"The Qur'an does not follow a historical sequence. Events from

different periods are mentioned without a clear chronological order,
which makes it difficult to understand the historical context.">*

P e Ve AL 23 E L d e L 2 e 0 o LT FE T

e b S O e

a2 SO F b e P e W e A L3 G S e LTS St ¥ s
izl UG e bl

"The Qur'an does not present historical events in a chronological

sequence. This lack of historical order makes it difficult to
contextualize the events mentioned in the text.">>
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"The Qur'an does not present historical events in a chronological

sequence. This lack of historical order makes it difficult to
contextualize the events mentioned in the text.">°
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"The Quran does not follow a logical historical sequence, making it

difficult to trace the chronological development of Islamic
teachings."®
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"The Quran is a product of a long redactional process rather than a
historically arranged scripture."®
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"There are indications that the text of the Qur'an has undergone

revisions and additions over time, which have altered its original
form."”°
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