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Abstract

The doctrines of waldyah (sainthood), karamat (miracles of the saints), and
the concept of the shaykh (spiritual master) occupy a central position in
Sufi thought and practice. These concepts articulate the spiritual authority
of saints, their reception of extraordinary divine gifts, and the pivotal role
of the shaykh in mentoring and guiding disciples along the mystical path
(tarigah). Historically, such notions have played a vital role in enriching
Islamic spirituality, providing adherents with models of piety, discipline,
and devotion that transcend the limits of purely legalistic religiosity. They
also offered a framework for spiritual pedagogy, communal cohesion, and
experiential proximity to the Divine. However, these doctrines have not
remained uncontested. Opponents of Sufism particularly within more
legalistic and orthodox circles have raised critical concerns regarding the
elevation of saints to quasi-sacred status, arguing that excessive veneration
risks obscuring tawhid (Divine Unity) and creating practices without firm
grounding in the Qur’an and Sunnah. The theological critique often centers
on the boundaries between legitimate reverence and potential exaggeration
(ghulitw), especially when miracles or intercessionary roles are attributed
to the saints.

This study undertakes a critical examination of these debates by situating
the doctrines of waldayah, karamat, and the shaykh within their historical
and intellectual contexts. Drawing upon classical Sufi writings as well as
critiques from orthodox scholars, it explores the intellectual tensions
between mystical spirituality and theological orthodoxy. The findings
underscore the dual role of these doctrines as both enriching Islamic
spirituality and provoking enduring debates about the limits of human
sanctity and religious innovation.
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