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Abstract

Although modern Urdu ghazal has significantly expanded its thematic and
expressive scope, the poetry of Muhsin Naqvi occupies a distinctive position due
to its deep symbolic and cultural association with the theme of Karbala. This
study examines the elegiac (ritha't) elements in Muhsin Naqvi's Karbala-
oriented poetry and argues that his poetic discourse represents a synthesis of
classical elegiac tradition and modern sensibility, achieved through linguistic
simplicity, emotional intensity, and symbolic coherence. In Muhsin Naqvi’s
poetry, the elegiac dimension presents Karbala not merely as a distant historical
event but as a profound moral and existential reality. Through recurring symbols
such as thirst, desert, blood, and martyrdom, he constructs a shared cultural
vocabulary. These symbols are not merely ornamental; rather, they function as
semantic foundations that link individual grief with collective memory. In this
way, his poetry invites readers to engage with the ethical and emotional legacy
of Karbala within contemporary social and political contexts. Muhsin Nagvi’s
poetic tone avoids unnecessary abstraction and instead emphasizes emotional
authenticity, rhythmic simplicity, and thematic unity, all of which significantly
enhance the elegiac quality of his work. The fusion of personal sorrow with
collective tragedy produces a layered yet accessible poetic experience. The
elegiac elements in Muhsin Naqvi’s ghazals are not merely stylistic devices but
a deliberate aesthetic strategy that renders complex intellectual and moral
concepts both comprehensible and impactful. By presenting Karbala as a
dynamic and relatable symbol, Muhsin Naqgvi revitalizes the elegiac tradition and
ensures its continued relevance within modern Urdu literary discourse.
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