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Abstract

Saadat Hasan Manto remains a cornerstone of Urdu literature, yet his work has
historically been a battlefield of moral and aesthetic controversies. This research
article, titled "The Feminine Critical Tradition and Saadat Hasan Manto an
Analytical Study," explores the profound role of female critics and writers in
deciphering, defending, and re-evaluating Manto’s literary legacy. While Manto
was often marginalized by contemporary male critics under the guise of obscenity
and negativity, the feminine critical tradition provided a more nuanced and objective
lens to understand his art. The study examines the contributions of various female
intellectuals ranging from the intimate reflections of Ismat Chughtai and the
scholarly comparative analysis of Mumtaz Shirin to the modern socio-historical and
stylistic perspectives of Ayesha Jalal, Tahira Igbal, and others. The research
highlights how these writers transcended superficial moral judgments to uncover the
psychological depth, gender consciousness, and humanistic fervor in Manto’s
narratives. It particularly focuses on Manto’s portrayal of women moving beyond
the patriarchal stereotypes of the era and his role as an unwavering historical
witness to the trauma of the 1947 Partition. By analyzing Manto'’s stylistic evolution
and his thematic boldness through a feminine prism, this article concludes that the
female perspective has been instrumental in reclaiming Manto’s status as a
universal humanist. The findings suggest that Manto’s literary survival and his
continued relevance in contemporary discourse are deeply indebted to the
intellectual rigor and empathetic understanding provided by the feminine critical
tradition in Urdu literature.
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