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. This study examines Roland Barthes’s Five Codes Theory in
lf_eoc;_l;g‘; The Land of Sad Oranges (1962), a short story collection by
Ghassan Kanafani. The research aims to identify and analyze
Accepted the hermeneutic, proairetic, semic, symbolic, and cultural
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codes within selected stories from the collection. Employing a
Published descriptive-analytical approach and textual analysis, the study
31-03-2026 investigates how these narrative codes contribute to the
Abstract & Indexing construction of meaning and the representation of the
Palestinian experience. The findings reveal that all five codes
@ WORLD of are prominently present in the selected stories and function as
ICI JOURNALS significant narrative devices. The stories also reflect major
> binary oppositions, including injustice and security,
’ Crossrefd displacement and settlement, love and hatred, illusion and
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reality, poverty and wealth, and innocence and evil. Through
the application of Barthes’s theory, the study provides deeper
insight into the thematic and structural dimensions of
Kanafani’s narratives. The research contributes to the critical
study of Kanafani’s works and expands the application of
Barthes’s narrative theory in Arabic literary criticism.
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