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Article History - | Abstract
Throughout history, various movements have emerged in different regions of the world,
each characterized by distinct motives, objectives, and methods. Among these, the Arab

lf_‘;cf_l;gg“ National Movement (Harakah al-Qawmiyah al-‘Arabiyah) or Arab Nationalism

(Qawmiyat al- ‘Arab), stands out as a significant phenomenon. This article focuses on
Accepted the origins, objectives, and impact of this movement, which aimed to liberate the Arab
17-11-2024 nation and its territories from the dominance of the Ottoman Empire (Dawlat al-

‘Uthmaniyah). The primary goal of the movement was to achieve autonomy and
Published establish independent governance, free from Ottoman control. Historians often refer to
22-11-2024 this movement as “The Arab Awakening” (Bidari-yi ‘Arab Tahrik), while in Arabic it is

known as either Yaqzat al- ‘Arab or Nahdat al- ‘Arab, meaning "Arab Resurgence.” The
Abstract & Indexing | Arab National Movement was influenced by a variety of factors, including foreign
interventions, educational reforms, literary societies, and prominent figures such as

I@ WORLD of Nasif al-Yaziji, Butrus al-Bustani, Lawrence of Arabia, and Lord Kitchener. However,

/1 JOURNALS the Jam ‘tyah Sirriyah Bayritiyah played a particularly crucial role in cultivating

"l national consciousness and fostering Arab identity. Based in Beirut (Bayrit), Lebanon

I . syt (Lubnan), the society's influence extended to other regions such as Damascus (Dimashgq,
<, ‘v\e‘@ DORA ‘ Syria), Tripoli (Tarabulus, Libya), and Sidon (Saydd, Lebanon).

W ae“"& " One pivotal moment in the society’s efforts occurred during a secret meeting, where

N Ibrahim al-Yaziji recited a patriotic poem (qasidah) that stirred the spirit of nationalism

ACADEMIA and freedom among the Arab people. This qasidah became a symbolic rallying cry for

Arab unity and resistance. The society also employed covert strategies, such as posting
anonymous notices (munasharat) in public spaces, which criticized the Ottoman regime
and encouraged Arab citizens to rise in rebellion. Through its efforts, the Jam Tyah
Sirriyah Bayritivah significantly contributed to the development of Arab nationalism
and played an instrumental role in shaping the Arab National Movement (Harakah al-

)

Euro Qawmiyah al- ‘Arabiyah), which remains a cornerstone in the history of Arab political
and cultural resurgence.
rREVIEWER Keywords
CREDITS Qawmiyat al-‘Arab, Ottoman Empire, Arab Awakening, Literary Societies, Arab

Resurgence, Arab National Movement.
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"The first Americans had come in 1820. They were presbyterians Working
under the auspices of the American Board of control for foreign Missions who,
having previously founded a station in Malta, had now felt called to carry their
evangelical activities further east. They landed in Beirut, which was their first
station and has remained their most important centre.?
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"The activities which were set in train in 1834deserve to be regarded as the
starting -point of the progress which was afterwards achieved. The revived
college of Aintura began to play an important part in the formation of writers
and thinkers. The scholastic system introduced by Ibrahim, although short-
lived, a powerful stimulus to national education, particularly among the Moslem
community: and the start he gave it was all the more far reaching as his system
aimed deliberately at awakening Arab national consciousness among the
pupils.®”
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"The foundation of the Society was the first outward manifestation of a

collective national consciousness, and its importance in history is that it was the

cradle of a new political movement.""’
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"The poem had a wide circulation...... It was spread by word of mouth
throughout the town and, later, throughout the country, without a hint to betray
it origin. It made a particular appeal to the students and stamped their minds in
their receptive years with the impress of racial pride.?!
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"An immense crowd followed the sheikh to his grave, among them
nearly 800pupils from the schools and seminaries of Beirut a noble tribute to
his great learning. Such a sight had not been seen in Beirut Since the days of
Justinian.3?
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Once this decision was taken, they set to work with the agility of

youthful conspirations. Having drafted the text of an appeal they

would spend long nightly vigils making out innumerable copies of

it in disguised handwritings. Then at an agreed hour at dead of night,

the younger members would go out, with pots of glue in their

pockets, and stick as many placards as they found time for on the
walls of in the city.’’
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