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Article History | Abstract
Authority has been a pervasive and enduring concept throughout the history
Received of religions, manifesting in various forms such as traditional, scriptural,
15-11-2024 ecclesiastical, and imperial authority. Rooted in religious claims, authority
Accepted serves as the legitimate power to command obedience and maintain societal
25-11-2024 order. This phenomenon is evident in both primitive and ancient religions as
Published well as more established religious traditions, particularly during periods
01-12-2024 where social cohesion is crucial. Religious authority has historically been
upheld by key figures such as kings, founders, and spiritual leaders, alongside
Abstract & Indexing . ) .
sacred texts and doctrinal teachings preserved through oral or written
I(C/ }%%1%\112& (])fs tra'ditions. Religious commur%it‘ies, with ‘their structured .rituals an‘d
priesthoods, and personal spiritual experiences also contribute to this
’ dynamic. However, disputes over the legitimacy of these sources often lead to
qJ‘H ‘@\oba internal tensions and conflicts between religious groups, highlighting the
414, E@f centrality of authority in religious discourse.
d This article offers a critical analysis of the concept of authority, with a
"‘ particular focus on Shari® authority within Islamic tradition, Christian
DORA doctrinal frameworks, and interpretations of authority in Christian sacred
A' texts. By exploring these dimensions, the study aims to illuminate the ways in
ACADEMIA which religious authority is established, contested, and sustained across
different historical and theological contexts.
Keyword
ﬂ Religious Authority, Shari* Authority, Christian Doctrines, Sacred Texts,
Euro Ecclesiastical Authority, Societal Order, Religious Leadership, Doctrinal
~EVIEWER Beliefs, Conflict and Legitimacy, Comparative Theology.
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“The bishops were considered the representatives of Christ, successors to the
apostles, and symbolic replacements for the high priests of Mosaic Law. Their
unique authority to bestow the priestly character disrupted the independence of
both clerical and public elections. Even when consulting the opinions of
presbyters or the preferences of the congregation, they emphasized the value of
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their voluntary compliance in church governance.
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“Christianity's vast following can be attributed to the strategic efforts of
orthodox Christians. They transformed Christianity from a marginalized sect
into the official religion of the Roman Empire. Their mission was to fulfill
Bishop Irenaeus' vision of "the catholic church spread across the entire world,
reaching even its farthest corners." To achieve this, they employed various
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“In Roman Catholic doctrine, an indulgence is defined as "a way to lessen the
punishment for sins, potentially reducing the penance required after sin
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forgiveness or shortening the time spent in Purgatory after death.” >
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